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»+ An Analysis of the Political Development in Mainland China
in the Post-Deng Era

SHIH Hong-Ta, Military Instructor

National Taiwan College of Physical Education

Abstract-

On the morning of February 20, 1997, at 2:40, the "Shin Hua" agency of the
: Chin;sc Communist Party announced officially that Premier Deng Hsio-Ping
age 93 had died. This message of his death at 21:08 the previous day not only
ended the suspicions about Deng’s health, both at home and abroad, but also had

a far-reaching influence for the Chinese Communist political situation.

% .There is no doubt that people are much concerned about the problem of
who will succeed the "political legacy” left by Deng. Of particular concern is
whether Jiank Zemin's leadership can maintain the stability of his power, or
will some ad justments be needed to keep the inner balance of power. Because of
this, the situation of the post-Deng era could influence cross-strait politics.

This year (1997), the Chinese Communists must accomplish two major pol-
itical tasks. One is to take over the sovereignty of Hong Kong; the other is the
opening of the 15th People’s Congress which will formally accomplish the pol-
itical transition of the leadership power. How to maintain the stability and econ-
omic dcv'elopmenl of China’s reform will depend on the wisdom of that leader-
ship. However, in the transition period, the process of change does not go
smoothly. It may be observed from the on-going political situation, the econ-

omic progress,the tendency of the military, the diplomatic policy, and the devel-
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,opment of cross-Strait relations and policy.

Mainland China will not change much in a short time, but it will progress
dramatically in the long term. If the new leadership emerging from the 15th
People’s Congress can not have a more open policy than before, and continue
the reform of politics and economics, it is assured that in the near future the
Mainland’s 'situation can hardly build a new structure of society based on law.
“The post-Deng era can bring new opportunity with mutual respect should politi-

cal leaders on both sides of the Strait reopen the gate of negotiation.

-
v
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