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What Do Dancers Need to L ear n about Music?

Recommendationsfor “Dance and Music” Course at College L evel

The close bond between dance and music is confirmed, regarding historical and artistic creating
perspectives.  In the past, dance and music occurred simultaneously in a natural way, and today,
music is generally employed as inspiration or complementary element for creating certain atmosphere
in dance work.  Music has been the best company for dance, and it is also used enormoudly in
practical dance teaching nowadays.  Further, “dance and music” has been included in curriculum for
years.  However, there is no nationa standard for teaching content and teachers usually develop
their own curriculum. It is crucia that educators reconsider the issue carefully and try to analyze
and find out what dancers need to learn about music, to improve the existing known teaching content.
As a dance observer, musician, and teacher of “dance and music” course, the writer addresses her
points of views and makes recommendations for the course content, through literature review and
personal teaching experiences.  First, the data from the first grade students who enrolled in
2003-2005 at the dance department at National Taiwan College of Physica Education reveaed that
they wanted to learn about music genres, styles and structure; further they were interested in learning
the knowledge of how dance and music combine with artistry.  Regarding the difficulty they
encountered, they reported that they could not recognize complicated rhythm and did not know how to
use them when creating dance. Based on the data, the writer starts her argument and with analysis and
discussion of related literature, the writer recommends that two crucial issues be included in “dance
and music” course which are: learning of the language of music, and the concepts and techniques for

dealing with music when creating dance.

Key words. Dance, Music, Language of music, Dance Choreography
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