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A Study on the Origin, Ritual Meaning, and Trans-
formation of 16-Year-Old Rite of Passage Held on
Qixi Festival in Tainan:

Taking the Activity in 2011 as an Example

Lee-Hua Huang / Chia Nan University of Pharmacy and Science
Kuang-Piao Hsu / National Taiwan University of Physical
Education and Sport
Li-Chun Pan / National Taiwan University of Physical Education
and Sport

Abstract

Under the global trend of exhibition of characteristics of folk fes-
tivals, it is important to look for a traditional folk activity that can rep-
resent Taiwan. This study selected the “16-year-old rite of passage”
held on Qixi Festival in Tainan in 2011 as the object to collect relevant
studies and to conduct field research and telephone interviews. The
main purposes of this study were to investigate the origin of 16-year-old
rite of passage held on Qixi Festival in Tainan, to investigate its cere-
monies, to analyze its transformation, and to propose suggestions. The
conclusions were as follows: “16-year-old rite of passage” held on Qixi
Festival in Tainan was mainly originated from the folk belief in chil-
dren’s patron saint: “Weaver goddess,” “Bed goddess,” “Bird goddess,”
or “Birth goddess,” as well as the legend about children porters at
Wu-Tiao Port in Tainan, who could start to obtain full payment once
they were 16 years old. The ceremonies of “16-year-old rite of passage”
held on Qixi Festival in Tainan included worshipping Weaver goddess,
entering the hole of altar of “Weaver goddess” or “pavilion of Weaver
goddess,” and sending a gift to grandson or granddaughter by grand-
mother. Among all the objects used in the rite, Weaver goddess pavilion
was the main symbol. With the promotion of local government and
temples, the content of “l6-year-old rite of passage” held on Qixi in
Tainan has become more diversified and abundant. The merger of Tai-
nan County and City in 2011 transformed the activity held by local
government. All walks of life advised the local government to continu-
ously promote such an activity and maintain the traditional and ritual
spirit. This study suggested that temples should assign representatives
to establish a preparation committee for planning the activity and ac-
tively participating in negotiation with the city government, in order to
create a win-win situation.

Keywords: Taiwan, 16-year-old rite of passage, Weaver goddess
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