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Pu Sung-lin’s Ideas of Loyalty and
Filial Piety

Pu Sung-linJ&#2 8% » TzulfliR » Hao%{ll » was from Tzu-ch’uan,
Shantung. He was born in late Ming, and died in the years of K’anghsi,
Ch’ing Dynasty (1640-1715).

He was in straitened circusmtances throughout his life. Except for
his success at a Hsiu-ts’ai examination with highest honors in his youth,
he never obtained a Chu-jen degree, despite his many attempts at it.
With only limited inheritance to rely on, he found life difficult to
maintain, without spending most of the best part of his life serving as
a tutor in the homes of local gentry. Nevertheless, he did not succumb
to poverty, and thanks to his supreme literary talent for expressing his



findings, he left numerous works to prosterity, of these WITH& 5 (Liao-
chai chich-i, Strange Stories from A Chinese Studio) was the most fa-

mous then and thereafter, with its profound and wide influence.

Pu was a typical scholar of the tradition to which he belonged, with
his head full of loyality, filial piety, uprightness, and righteousness, but
he was also a person with strong character, and steadfast in his deci-
sions; moreover, he never compromised with cvil deeds and persons,
What is most nothworthy of him is that he paid utmost attention to the
wayﬁ of filial piety, and attributed all sorts of miracular happendings to
~ filial acts in his writings. He ofter merged loyalty with filial piety, but
he seemed to have ill-disposed towards the Ch’ing Dynasty and Ch’ing
soldiers. While he made heroic and assiduous attempts to become a
successful examination candidate, he did not avoid offending Ch’ing
taboos in his writings. All these are puzzling, at which this article is
aimed, with a view to examining (1) Pu’s ideas of loyalty and filial
piety, with their actual contents and (2) his attitudes towards the Ch'ing
dynasty.
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