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THE DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN ATHLETICS
STRUGGLE BEGINNING IN CHINESE MODERN AGES
(1915-1924)

ABSTRACT

Between the end of Ching-Dynasty and the initiation of the Republic
of China, it is the hardest era of Chinese and Western cultural commu-
nication and transferring period.

Also it forced Chinese modern athletics to face the primary deci-
¢ion. Therefore, this article is focusing on the origion of Western athletics
development and the factors of Chinese athletics starting to summarize
the Western athletics’struggle meanings and influences. Like historical
study,through collection,analysis, organization and judgement of the in-
formations,we conclude the following results.

I .The introduction of Western athletics into China was mainly de-
riven from missionary schools and Christianity YMCA. In particular
YMCA should be the most merited about circulating the Western athlet-
ics containing in its promotion to direct athletical organization setting up,
to sponsor the National Sports Games and to participate in the Far East
Sports Meeting. That is why those Chinese modern western athletical
experts were majorly cultivated by YMCA.

I .Chinese athletics starting was owing to modern Chinese eagerness
for strengthening a powerful country and citizens, together with the
stimulation of western athletics.We absorb the western cultural essentials
and combine with our traditional cultures to develop our own sports
goals.Chinese fighting skills organization and teaching methods are
evolved according to times transferrence. Besides,promotion by both
government and folk peoples encouraged and renewed our Chinese ath-

letics vigour and enthusiam.




II.To sum up the conflicts between new and, as well as between
active and quiet athletics, it is nothing but only to boast of their own
outstanding excellence and criticize others' defects. Based on those dis-
putes, we learn that Chinese athletics is improved towards scientific tar-
get.Under competition and stimulation of Western sports, Chinese sports
intended to rearrange the theme and organization. The Western athletics
which was rigidly and inflexibly transmitted to China still cannot be fol-
lowed up with Chinese cultural and national characteristics. Therefore,our
futural study theme should also be focused on absorbing western athletics
‘merits and harmoniously blending our cultural characteristics of local
sports to create our own unique Chinese athletics style.
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