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ABSTRACT

The fox belongs to the dog family of mammals. There is not any-
thing special about it in zoology. however, it has been viewed as an
unusual animal since ancient times in China. Chinese people think the
fox possesses supernatural forces, sometimes with a little evil personality.
It played a main role in many literary works in the Northern and
Southern Dynasty and even entered a religious world in the beginning of
the Tang Dynasty where people worshiped as a god. As the fox almost
appeared in later literary works, it can’t be ignored in the history of re-
ligion and literature.

Inheriting traditional folklore belief and literary productions, Pu Song
Ling created a wonderful fox world where foxes, transformed into
handsome men or pretty women, were interesting, cute, respectable but
sometimes cunning and nasty. The stories, with beautiful and graceful
language, were full of suspense and fantasy. Readers were deeply
touched by the stories, which had a greatimpact on later generations.

On the basis of basic knowledge of religion, this paper will discuss
the following elements to understand the fox: its divinity, kinds, identity
and cultivation. By integrating concept of soul and concept of divinity,
the complete religious notion is formed. This paper, a segment of in-
progress "Pu Song Ling's world of religion," was originally entitled "Pu
Song Ling’s Viewpoints of the Fox." To be more common and appealing
to the readership, this paper was reentitied as "Fox Spirits In Pu Song
Ling's Writing" by imitating Yeah Ching Bing’s" Fox Spirits in Classic
Novels."
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