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The re-TV: Distinction in an economy of program reuse
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The dissertation portrays a cultural economy of program reuse. It ezamines

several main practices involved in the recreation and rejuvenation of the value of

American television programs to suggeast that issuss of judgment and evaluation

be reconsidered in the study of popular culture. Ezemplified by the discursive

construction of the aesthetic identity of telewision of the 1950s, and several

economic and cultural practices such as strategies of i

and merchandising, and musenm exhibition and archive collection, the

dissertation problematizes the issue of “wvalue™ by suggesting that care be taken.

to examine the historical conditions which contribute to the value enhancement of

popular cultural texts. While not falling into a Marxist thesis of economic

determinism, the dissertation proposes that television program, rense be

understood in terms of a procass of culturation in which televisual text, in a

system of cireulation, is metonymically transferred into different social contexts

for various evaluation, judgment, and appropriation. Meanwhile, countering the

populist's claim that textual consumption is a spontanecus social process, the

dissertation suggests the importance of studying “institution.” It sugge:

the influence of institutional practices in the crafting of cultura)

expanded 10 include several cultural and economl Ediaries whose stakes
fmanclal gains and consolj TT ideological contrel, but also

strategies distim tion of symbolic interssts.
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