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The Educational Meanings of Amis’s Miholol Dancing
at Tribe Tafalong

Kwo Hsin-Juang

Abstract

The writer has been a primary school teacher for over ten years. At the beginning
of this summer vacation, while the tragic drowning of one of the writer’s students has
grieved the whole school, the writer has ironically noticed that only few of the
student’s classmates have shown the condolences and some of them even behaved
indifferently or unaffected. As an aboriginal educator, the writer wonders if it is
possible to seek the educational meanings and goals of respecting lives from the
perspective of Amis’s Miholol dancing at Tribe Tafalong. Meanwhile, it is hoped to
achieve the balanced development of five competences through the implement of the
education of aboriginal dancing.

This paper is based on the writer’s involvements and field observations on the
Miholol dancing for three times at Tribe Tafalong, Kuangfu, Hualien. Through the
collection of the relevant literature and observation records, along with the interviews
with tribal elders and labanotetion records, the writer attempts to find out the
educational meanings of Miholol dancing at Tribe Tafalong. Based on the writer’s
practical experience, the writer tries to explicit the possibility to apply the educational
meanings of Amis’s Miholol dancing at Tribe Tafalong to school dancing education, in
order to promote the heritage of aboriginal dancing culture and to carry out the
educational functions of dancing.

To sum up, the writer believes that it is feasible to apply the educational
meanings of Amis’s Miholol dancing to school dancing education. Besides helping for
the moral - physical and social-life education, the development of art ~ intelligent

education cooperating with other subjects. Even though the harvest carnival at Tribe
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Taipalang has been greatly influenced by tourism and business, the essence of Miholol
dancing education can still be put into practice in the real life. The globe of writer is
taking the difference of dancing culture into account, at the same time, making life

education publicity in school.

Keywords: Amis, Miholol dancing, dancing education
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