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Liu, Ting-Yu(2011). The Inquiry of the Subculture Implication and Self-identity
Development of Cosplay in Leisure Perspectives. Unpublish Master Thesis, National

Taiwan University of Physical Education and Sport.

Abstract

Rapid changing society creates new form of living also re-modifying time usage in
daily live. Immediate entertaining activities are increased in one hand, but less
continuous effort required leisure activities are adopted in the other hand. Through
observation, object gathering, and interviews, This research explores the implication of
cosplay subculture (self-representation, identity belongings, and consuming
implications) and process for constructing self-identity. Cosers not only transform
themself from fragmented leisure entertainment into continuous value of leisure
activities but also gradually consolidate self-identity through participation. This research
discovered that after cosers gain self-understanding, they will exceed themselves
consistently, and orientate themselves in the divided small society which they see as a
self-expressing stage. Last, when others outside this subculture acknowledge their
presentations, cosplay activity further become a medium for expressing themselves, and
reinforce their self-identification. As the result, cosers' real life also changed positively

through their engagement of cosplay.
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