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The relationship between motivation for
choosing teacher education programs and
academic achievements: A case study of grades
on education courses and teacher qualification

examinations performance

Chun Wen Teng, Chun Wei Chen

Center of Teacher Education, National Taiwan University of Sport

Abstract

Objective: In this study, we explored physical education preservice teachers and
examined the relationship between their motivation for choosing teacher education
programs and their academic achievements. Methods: A total of 124 preservice teach-
ers of a national university located in central Taiwan were recruited as participants.
The class year and affiliated departments of the participants were controlled for. Mul-
tiple regression analysis and logistic regression analysis were performed to analyze
the relationships between motivation for choosing teacher education programs and
academic achievements. Results: The multiple regression analysis demonstrated that
in all relevant subscales, motivation for choosing teacher education programs non-
significantly affected grades on education courses and total scores on teacher qualifi-
cation examinations. By contrast, grades on education courses significantly affected
total scores on teacher qualification examinations. Regarding the effect of individual
motivation factors, the logistic regression analysis showed that passing of the teacher

qualification examinations was significantly and positively affected by ability beliefs
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and social influence but significantly and negative affected by educational interest.
Additionally, grades on education courses exerted a significant and positive effect on
passing of the teacher qualification examinations. Conclusion: For physical education
preservice teachers, their motivation for choosing teacher education programs affect-
ed their passing of the teacher qualification examinations. Furthermore, grades on
education courses affected their total scores on teacher qualification examinations and

passing of the teacher qualification examinations.

Keywords: physical education preservice teachers, academic achievements,
education courses, teacher qualification examinations
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