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Chi Yun’ World of Gods and Ghosts

Abstract

Chi Yun (1724-1805) was an important figure in Chinese
academic history. He was famous for editing “Su Ku Chuan Shu

” w“

with lifetime devotion and energy. In later years, he wrote
Yueh Wei Tsao Tang Bi Chi” based on the stories he heard from
others.

Traditional Chinese intellectuals mostly lived by Confucian
standards without having reverent religious beliefs. Not any *
systmatic religion” was able to dominate Chinese history for a long
time. Instead, a variety of “folklore religions” prospered and pre-
vailed in the grass-root level. Therefore, the religious beliefs of
Chinese intellectuals appeared mixed and disorderly, which was
characteristic of Chinese religious history. Their &0/ could
shed some light on this situation.

As a learned thinker, Chi Yun enjoyed doing textual reserch.
His works were attributed to Han school. Besides that, he liked to
talk about foxes and ghosts. His later work “Yueh Wei Tsao Tang
Bi Chi” comprehensively presented his views on the world of gods
and ghosts.

On the basis of the science of religion, this paper is aimed to
discuss Chi Yun’s views on souls, gods, ghosts, foxgods, and his
personal religious experiences. Furthermore, the paper evaluates
various religious activities and folklore beliefs popular at that
time. Current local religious beliefs are also in descussion. All of
this will enable us to understand the details of historic heritage.
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