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Hsu, Jui-Yu 2002 . A comparison of sports friendship and sportspersonship

in_youth athletes and non-athletes. Unpublished master’s thesis,

National Taiwan College of Physical Education, Taichung.

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the differences of sports
friendship and sportspersonship between youth athletes and non-athletes.
Sampled 205 junior basketball players (males = 139; females = 66) and
sampled 263 junior school students (males = 136; females = 127),
participated with mean age of 13.58 (SD = +0.88) in this study. Participants
completed youth sports friendship questionnaire and sportspersonship
guestionnaire before physical education classes or training section. A ttest
statistical analyses found youth athletes were higher on "enhancement and
support” and "emotional support” in the sub-scales of sports friendship. Also,
youth athletes showed higher on "total commitment for the sport
participation”, "respect referees and rules", “negative approaches to sport
participation”, and "social convention”. Further, Pearson correlation analyses
found seven factors of sports friendship "facilitation of esteem and support”,
"mutual interests and thoughts”, "conflict”, "conflict resolution”, "imitation",
"mutual help and guidance”, and "emotional support”, were all positively
correlated with sportspersonship except "negative approaches to sport
participation” of sportspersonship. This study concluded that sport
participation is an appropriate educational approach to enhance youth
friendship and moral development. It is suggested that physical education
teachers, coaches and administrators should not ignore the values of sport.
Further research may consider including other psychological constructs
such as motivation, self efficacy, aggression, and moral reasoning to future
study.

Keywords: sports friendship, sportspersonship, youth
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