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Abstract

The main purpose of this research is to exam the body movement of pulingau(female
priests) in the Southern Paiwan, Gu-hua village and focuses on the sawais (one of the female priests)
as an example to study her movement meanings in the rituals of the healing, the cleromancy and the
initiation of the pulingau. The study uses both qualitative research and Laban Movement Analysis
(LMA), to interpret the movement meaning of the sawais. Following is the findings of this study:
First, the sawais presents the Effort categories of the movement which includes sudden, light, direct,
and flow, free and bound. These elements of effort are used to allow the body of the sawais in a
changeable situation of easy or tense. In the healing ritual the patients seek her help, she uses the
effort of free flow to touch and heal the patients. Besides these, the action drive is the most active
one used to practice and complete the purposes of the rituals. Second, the sawais uses the
directional movements in the mode of the Shape Quality to conduct the ritual sequences, and
through which the multi-level relationships with the movements can be uncovered. For examples
the movements represent the symbols of the divine Mt. Dawu, diviners and spirits. Thus, the
swais’ movement meanings are related to the belief of the pulingau practiced in the context of the

rituals.

Key words: southern paiwan gu-hua village, female priests, Laban movement analysis.
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Light Indirect

Direct
Free Bound

Sustamed Sudden

Strong
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