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A STUDY OF ADAPTABILITY AND SKILL FOR STUDENTS WITH
HEARING IMPAIRMENT IN SWIMMING PARTICIPATION

Fang-tsan Lin & Zhi-hong Lin

National Taiwan College of Physical Education

ABSTRACT

Drowning accidents often occur in Taiwan. Therefore, swimming skill is required for all
students in Taiwan. The National Council of Physical Fitness and Sports has included swimming as
one of the basics. Hearing impaired people can improve respiration function by swimming to increase
lung volume and speaking ability. They also can save their own lives and enjoy the fun from
swimming itself. Unfortunately, limitations often cause them to withdraw from swimming. With the
difficulties in language communication and motion learning, hearing impaired people easily
experience setbacks. To improve the achievements of swimming ability for the students with hearing
impaired, the teachers must understand the special needs for students with this disorder. The purposes
of this study were to find out the limitations problems in personnel with learning disorder in
swimming participation, and to understand their demand in swimming participation. The subjects
were selected from students in the National Taichung School for the Deaf. We found that the
percentage of students with hearing impaired participating in swimming activity at a low frequency
was only 62.5%, medium frequency was 26%, and high frequency was 11.5%. In general, students
with hearing impairment had a low degree of swimming skill and water adaptability, but junior

students were better than senior students in swimming and adaptability.

Key words: adapted physical education, hearing impairment, swimming, adaptability of swimming,

swimming skill
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