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Fang, Jui-Yi(2009). Study on the Role and Function of
Volleyball Star Players in the Society. Unpublished master
thesis, National Taiwan Sport University, Taichung.
Abstract

Innovation of media technologies has brought about the
age of sports globalization. Sports organizations are all
relying on star players to market their sports and it has
become a universal strategy. The International Volleyball
Federation (FIVB) expects through its 2012 Volleyball
World Vision that volleyball associations in different

countries around the world can proactively develop
volleyball star players to help promote volleyball sports.
In light of the trend, this thesis explores the theoretical
basis for the structural function of volleyball star players,
analyzes the structural role and function of volleyball star
players in the society, and examines the education and
career planning for volleyball star players based on the
structural functionalism in sociology, related theories and
literature, and personal interviews in order to map out ideal
cultivation and education for them. Findings of the
research are analyzed, cross-examined, and integrated and
the following conclusions are obtained:

1. Volleyball star players are products of a transforming
society and exist to satisfy the overall needs of the
society so as to maintain the operation of the volleyball
system. From the perspective of structural
functionalism, their existence is significant and
functional and based on solid structural functionalism.

2. Volleyball star players are expected to be perfect role
models who possess good tactics, acts right, has a good
attitude, and works for the best of volleyball sports.
They play multiple roles. They are the spiritual leaders



and good examples to be looked up to. They know to
serve and promote and they speak for their sports.
However, they must also bear pressure from their sports
playing tactics, education, employment, sports injuries
and publicity. It is a clash of the different roles they
play.

3. In the future, the overall system and education should be
emphasized in the development of volleyball star players
so that they can play the role of a star well. In other
words, the career planning should start early to minimize
clashes among employment, education, sports injuries,
the overall system, and societal cognition. Career
maintaining and counseling mechanisms should be
established to combine media and enterprises and
construct an ideal career vision.

Keyword: Volleyball star players, role, function, social

structure, structural functionalism.
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