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Abstract

Under the long-time oppression of patriarchal domination, sport has been
considered as a masculine domain in Taiwan society. This existing social ideology
directly results the limited development and secondary status of Taiwan female
athletes. Recently, the rise of feminism not only sheds light on the social theory, but
further provides the in-depth explanation toward the multiplicity of social phenomenon
and mass ideology. In order to investigate this problem, this study attempted to
compare the news coverage of 2008 Olympic Games from Taiwan local newspapers,
and further examined how the existing gender ideology was represented and
re-enforced through elite female athletes. Totally, 4480 news items were collected, and
both the content analysis and discourse analysis were adopted separately to analyze the
data and interpret the in-depth meanings of the texts. According to the data analysis,
the general amount of sport news coverage has a significant increase. Yet, news
converge regarding women sport did not reflect this upsurge, and only 1374 out of
4480 news reports were directly relating to female athletes. Through the utilization of
both content analysis and discourse analysis, this study revealed 3 important
conclusions: First, news coverage failed to represent female athletes professional
achievements and elite performance, but rather focused on their feminine
characteristics, that correlate with traditional stereotyping of women. Moreover, the
oppression of patriarchal domination directly results heterosexual hegemony power,
especialy “Heterosexuality”. Finaly, the media coverage implied that the physical
appearance of female athletes seriously contradicted to appropriate image of social
expectation. In consequence, female athletes were compelled to receive more critiques
on the issue of body image, especially compared with men.

Keywords: sport, news coverage , female athletes, discourse analysis
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