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Chen, Chin-Ting (2008). The Utopia of the Feeling of Stigma
A study about lesbians’ unique experiencesin sport area. Unpublished Master Thesis,

National Taiwan Sport University, Taichung.

Abstract

The stigmas on lesbian were deeply rooted in many domains, but there was a
unique atmosphere in sport area. The elements of stigmas on lesbian were involved with
the characteristicsin sport area, but lesbian athletes also felt better about the feeling of
stigmain sport area. Therefore, this study wanted to explore the correlation between the
stigma and the feeling of stigma, in addition, this study wanted to understand what
lesbian athletes’ unique experiences in sport area. This study held in qualitative research
and collected data by depth interview, and wished to understand how lesbian athletes
made self-image identity, how open did lesbian athletes come out, and how sport
effected their self-image identity and coming out. Finally, this study interviewed seven
lesbians who were above age 18, and currently as a member of the University women's
basketball school team, or continue to participate in the Amateur Cup.

Through the data analysis, this study found:

First, society effected lesbian athletes image.

L esbians always come out through their boy-like image. When they choose their
appearance, it reflected the norm of the female gender role and the heterosexism, but it
started to change after lesbians identify their female body. The norm of female role still
existed, but the boundary has changed.

Second, closet.

Because of heterosexism, homophobia and traditional family concepts, families

were the most unmentionabl e objects homosexuality faced. The attitudes about families

confronted lesbians include support, not support and not oppose, and evade, it seemed



that if they don’t emphasize their sexual orientations, most families could accept
lesbians. Meanwhile, the masculinity which sport needed could be a good reason to
explain their boy-like appearance.

The teachers till thought homosexuality is atemporary behavior in school, so
school became a place where can't accept homosexuality, but it was different in schools
for girls. Classmates could accept homosexuality in school for girls because they didn’t
realize thiskind of behavior called “homosexuality”, and they didn’t realize the
influence of “homosexuality” also. Teachersin school for girls could accept homosexual
behaviors only if they could maintain their grades.

Third, | redly love this game.

Sport played an important role for lesbian athletes, sport was not only one of their
interest, leshian athletes also could get self identity, to come out, and to gather other
leshiansin sport area. Besides, the friendly atmosphere to lesbians in sport made lesbian
athletes feel comfortable.

Keywords: gender role, self identity, coming out, lesbian athlete.
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