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Analysis of Power Interaction between Central
and Local Government in the Case
of the World Games 2009 Kaohsiung

Abstract

The 8" World Games of 2009 was the first internationally comprehensive athletic games
Taiwan hosted, which was exalted as “the most successful world games in history that had
established a milestone hard to be transcended” by Ron Froehlich, chairman of International
World Games Association. The Games have not only pushed Taiwan towards the world but
also enabled the world to see the real Taiwan, a friendly, passionate, free, diverse and efficient
nation. While it came to a successful end, we saw that on its back, a united and competitive
relationship had actually existed between central and local government, particularly in the
matter breaking out in the eve of the Games, a dispute about budget subsidy between Sports
Affairs Council, Executive Yuan and Kaohsiung City Government that has drawn my
attention to the problems of the division of responsibility and authority and the role
boundaries between central and local government in the international athletic games. This
paper is intended to analyze how the self-determination and decision-making were restricted
by the dependence relationship between central and local government under the realistic
system structure of asymmetric resources from the perspective of resources dependence in
order to conclude the interaction mode between central and local government under the

system of vertical separation of powers.

Keywords: International World Games, Resource Dependence Theory, Glocalization,

Partnership
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