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Abstract

The purpose of the research is to explore the origin of the twelve Por-Tzu’s
folk art performance in Tong An Temple, Wan Li Town, Tainan: the performing
style, costumes and stage properties. The demonstrated example here is based
upon the performance group in Tong An Temple, Wan Li Town,Tainan, all
research materials done with the record collecting and field working, at the same
time, aided with pictures of the group shows and discussion with the performance
group’s commander as well as the aged performers.

. The folk art performance of Tainan twelve Por-Tsu of Tong An Temple, Wan Li
Town is generated from the local temple fairs and worships of the goddess “Wu
Ma Por Tzu”. It was founded in 1959, when the local residents made up the
performance group to participate in the activities of the temple fairs. Later, it
was said to be descended by the goddess’ declaration.

Il. The performing style of Tainan Twelve Por-Tzu of Tong An Temple, Wan Li
Town are mainly related to the services of the local temple fairs to express the
belief of the unity of the heaven, the god and the human by means of “figures”
and “spaces”, full of the religious atmosphere. The dance steps, including
Wen-wu, Pa-kua, Chi-hsing and Tsou (Walking) show the beauty and solemnity
of worship services.

IIl. The costumes are made up of the linen fabrics. The colors and formats are
different from character to character, whose features are oblique lapels, long
sleeves and long skirts. The essential properties carried by the performers are
masks, evil-subduing, tiger-faced medals and umbrellas, besides fans, Chi-hsing
swords, triangle flags, packs and dragon-headed canes. The use of all the
properties in the performance is to get rid of evils and miseries and to seek for

the blessing satisfaction and happiness.

Keywords: twelve Por-Tsu, folk art performance, the performance group in Tong An
Temple.
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