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From the spirit of national defense to nomadic
teachers : A perspective of historical sociology on
the development of teacher education in Taiwan

Ren-Jie Lin

Center for Teacher Education, National Taiwan University of Sport

Abstract

The aim of this research is mainly to explore and to analyze the origin
and the development of the specific group of nomadic teachers, by re-
examining the history of teacher education in Taiwan, with special reference
to the reason and the impact of re-enacting the Teacher Education Law in
1994. According to the critical perspective from Feng-Shang Su, Taiwan
government’s numerous policies and implementations to improve education
deregulation since 1994 are actually categorized into two discourses, civil
society and marketization. As a result, this research totally supports two
concluding remarks. First, the state always has the absolute governing power
to decide the development of teacher education in Taiwan, from the Japanese
colonial period to now. Second, Taiwan government advertises and embraces
the discourse of marketization, rather than the discourse of building a civil
society to manage teacher education blueprint from the 1990s. This status
eventually produces the birth of nomadic teachers.

Key words: spirit of national defense, nomadic teacher, teacher education,

Taiwan, historical sociology
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