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On the Possibility of Kant's the Kingdom of Ends
in the Form of Art from Kant's Theory of
Genius

Li-Wei Su
NIAO SONG Junior High School And Art Experimental High School
Graduate Institute of Education, National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

This thesis explores the Kant's the Kingdom of Ends thought by means
of hermeneutics, and tries to explore Katrin Flikschuh's "Kant’s kingdom of
ends: metaphysical, not political." Is it possible that Kant's the Kingdom of
Ends is presented in the form of art?  First, the paper begins with a
preliminary description of Flikschuh's argument that Kant's kingdom of
purpose is metaphysical, not political. Secondly, it explores the basic outlines
of art (Chinese classical dance) and morality in Kant's aesthetic thoughts.
Then, from this standpoint, it interprets the two senses of "harmony" in Kant's
genius theory and the detachment of "spirit". Possible links to the "the
Kingdom of Ends." From the analysis results, it is understood that for Kant,
the rational concept cannot be correspondingly intuitive, but the artist
attempts to break through the rational self-limitation with creative
imagination. The artist's approach is to create the "Aesthetic Ideas" created
by imagination as a symbol of "Rational Ideas." That is to say, the dancers
present their inner rational ideas (great and unselfish) through the body rhyme
of Chinese classical dance and the external aesthetic concept. This is another
interpretation of Kant's "spirit" in the theory of genius. At the same time, it
also shows that Kant's the Kingdom of Ends can be expressed in the form of
art, that is, the group dance performance (beauty concept) of Chinese classical
dance symbolizes Kant's the Kingdom of Ends (rational idea).

Keywords: kant's aesthetics, the realm of ends, genius, chinese classical dance
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