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Shen, Kuan-Ling(2014). Constructing body and Sport through media: A discourse
analysis of 2012 London Olympics. Unpublish Master Thesis, National Taiwan
College of Physical Education, Taichung.

Abstract

Early women in sports field have suffered from gender oppression and unfair
treatment with facing the inferior situation. But in 2012, London Olympics can be
perceived as Women’s new victory in participation, not only new female boxing,
the number of female athletes has increased deamatically. However, when “media”
reproduction of sport events, news coverage on the female athlete still confined to
the traditional stereotype for women, focusing on the image of the body,
appropriate femininity, and social expectation about women. This study employs
discourse analysis of qualitative research, totally thousands news converage during
2012 London Olympics were collected. Comparing to previous analysis of Beijing
Olympics, this study discovered that the idea of feminity towards female atheletes
does not have significantly change, women’s stereotype and traditional image of
feminity still dominate how mass media shaping gender in current society.

Keywords - sport, female athletes,media,neswds coverage
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