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An Exploration on the Culture Aspect of Foreign
Language Teaching — Focus on the Learner

Chun-Lien Chen

™
Abstract

Foreign language learning and teaching has undergone a significant
« paradigm shift in light of research and experience that have expanded the
scientific and theoretical knowledge base on how students learn and acquire a
foreign.language. The significant paradigm shift in foreign language pedagogy
from measuring language achievement to one of emphasizing language
proficiency, the notion of communicative competence which centers foreign
language teaching on the learner within a highly interactive learning
envifonment, so does the culture teaching of foreign language. The important
factors of individual differences related to culture learning of foreign language
are cognitive and affective characteristics, such as aptitude, cognitive style,
motivation, attitude, etc.

In addition to the individual differences, there is the regular process of
culture learning and regular stages of acculturation. Foreign language
educators can understand learners’ characteristics more comprehensive through
exploring individual differences and essence of culture learning process.
Understanding learners is primary for culture instruction, the most important is
to move learners to be one of active meaning constructors of culture
knowledge and to construct a model of learner-centered for culture instruction.
This learner-centered focus on culture helps learners to strengthen their
research skills, allows them practice in communicating in the target language,
and builcis greater understanding of the values inherent in foreign culture.
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