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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the impact of spectator sport involvement
on the brand equity of corporate sponsorship and consumers’ purchase intentions. In
general, the exposure rate, as an indicator, is the most direct way to assess the benefits
of sponsorship. The ultimate goal of corporate sponsorship is to obtain responses from
consumers, such as brand awareness enhancement, brand image changes, or increase in
product sales. Consumers’ responses may have positive impacts on the brand equity of
enterprises. For the purposes of this paper, regular season audiences over the last 20
years of the Chinese Professional Baseball League have been chosen as the research
target. This study selected three different combinations of the Bulls Team home games.
600 questionnaires were handed out, and 522 completed questionnaires were deemed
valid. The effective response rate is 90.94 %. The statistical methods applied to this
study are descriptive statistics, MANOVA, Multiple Regression Analysis, and the
Canonical correlation via the software package of SPSS 12.0 for Windows.

The study found that the spectator sport involvement has a significant impact on
the brand equity and purchase intentions. When spectator sport involvement is higher,
purchase intentions to buy sponsored products is higher; the brand equity also has
significant effect on purchase intentions. The study shows that when brand image and
corporate image are higher, consumers' purchase intentions on sponsors’ products are
higher. As a result, if a corporation hopes to increase its sales, it will need to provide a

good quality product and maintain a positive corporate image.

Keywords sport involvement, corporate sponsorship, Brand Equity, purchase
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