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Abstract

The objective of this study is to explore the causes and
circumstances of social mobility among elite swimmers. The
study subjects consist of 83 students, graduated from National
Taiwan University of Physical Education and Sport (NTUPES).
The study adopts both questionnaires and in-depth personal
interviews. There are 52 questionnaires administered to
graduated students of the NTUPES with stratified random
sampling. Valid questionnaires received were 50 with overall
response rate of 96.15%. Through personal interviews based
on purposive sample, the researcher invited 9 survey
candidates depending on their variety of occpuations to take
part in social mobility research. The results show that the
majority of people belong to upward mobility. The amount of
upward mobility is 27 people, occuping 54% of the
respondents, affected by career planning assistances of

significant others, working environment, personal striving,

I



sport skills, service experience and pursuit of stable
employment. Among intergeneration mobility, most of people
belong to horizontal mobility, affected by parents’ occupation,
future plan and surroundings. The number of horizontal

mobility is 22 people, occupying 44% of the respondents.

Keyword: elite swimmer, social class, social mobility
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